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GENTLEMEN, 


I TAKE the liberty of preſenting you 


with a very ſhort Addreſs, of which J 
aſſure myſelf your indulgent accep- 


tance, however different our ſentiments 


may be on the ſubject of which it treats. 
And 


3 
: 


! 
And I am more encouraged to ſpeak 
my opinions thus candidly to you in 
the preſent Receſs, becauſe I hold it my 
duty, during the ſitting of Parliament, 
to give my ſuffrage on every queſtion 
agitated in the Houſe of Commons, in 
full conformity to your inſtructions, and 


as executing a truſt which may be 


relinquiſhed, but muſt not be vio- 
lated, to ſpeak there _ with your 


mouth. 


Tue purſuit which at preſent inte- 
reſts our Countrymen, is a Reform in 
the mode of returning, Repreſentatives 


to Parliament, and a more equal diſ- 


tribution of the. Right of Suffrage a- 
mong the People,—noble objects, and 


truly conſtitutional. Vet to demand 
a Reform for a part, and deny its in- 


fluence 


PP . 


1 


fluence to the whole, ſeems an injuſtice 


that polic y cannot altogether extenu- 


ate, however the limitation may be 
varniſned by the names of Power 
Virtue—or Religion. But if the claim 
of equal Rights, grounded on immuta- 
ble juſtice, ſhould at any period be in- 
forced by mutable policy, to ſhut the 


heart againſt the influence of both, 


and to continue to refuſe to one de- 


ſcription of our Countrymen any ſhare 
of thoſe privileges that are to be la- 
viſhed upon the reſt, would be to act 


from the dictates of Bigotry, not Re- 


I gion — Enthuſiaſm, not Virtue—and 


Oſtentation without Power. To evince 


that the preſent is that fortunate period 
is the motive for the intruſion of which 
I am now guilty—and I hope 1 ſhall 

| not 


2 * 2 * — 
* . . 
- kg = 4 r 


[8] 
not be impeached of raſhneſs or indif- 


cretion for entering on ſuch a ſubject 


in the preſent progreſs of the Reform: 
but where national meaſures are juſt 
and well-tuned, I do not know what 
is meant by indiſcreet truths ; though 
every day, both in public and private, 
exhibits what they mean where the ob- 


jects are otherwiſe. 


Ix attempting briefly to Aifeul the 


Roman Catholic queſtion, I ſhall not 


touch upon the late magnanimous Pro- 
ceedings of Convention ; nor ſay that | 


it was the avowed reſolution of many 
delegates there to bring forward a mo- 
tion in their favour; nor that ſome 
ſingular miſunderſtanding among the 
Catholics themſelves, aided by other 

cauſes 


þ) 


w 
4 


cauſes now foreign to the purpoſe, did 


11 


prevent the further progreſs of that 
deſirable meaſure: nor ſhall I mention 
the reception the Plan of Reform met 
from Partiament.—None of them fall 
within my preſent deſign, and it is 
my principle and diſpoſition rather to 
extenuate than provoke, I muſt only 
ſtate, as the ground on which I ad- 


dreſs you, that whatever great objects 


were held out in that plan were con- 
fined to the Proteſtants alone, and they b 
alone were therefore intereſted in its 
ſucceſs ; ; becauſe if that. reform were 
already obtained, it would exhibit no 
pledge to the Catholicks of an exten- 
ſion of the Right of Suffrage, - that is, 
of the privilege of making laws for, 
and taxing themſelyes, the criterion and 
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N OUR "wiſh'is for a more equal Re- 
preſentation of the People, arid a Reform 
in the Boroughs, which you deem the 
Ulcers of che State During the pre- 
ſent eeffation of Tarliamentary hoſtili- 
ties let us recbnnoitre our” forces and 
our ſtation, and whether Eonifecerates 
are at hand, nk a a Pon möre — 
dious, —and! in mentioning ſüuch confe- 
derates I ſhall ufe little argument to de- 
monſtrate ite” that” the ONiaF who. dined 
with Lord Caulfteld, and put him to 
death at funiſet, is as unfair a a repreſen- 
tation of the Catholic of Eighty-four, 
as the intolerant Knox, who threatened | 


and infulted a woman who was his ſo- 


0 


vereign, 


E 1 


— 


vereign, now perfonates the refined and 
rational Difſenter ; or the Lord uſtice 
who wund. on the rage the venerable 
e u en this jo oy tole- 
rating and moderate Epiſcopalian— 
He who, cen. believe it, let him think 
ſo till, — the enjoyments of fuch a 
creed precl, ude all further, gratificati- 


ons. A | | 7 94 


WHO Ho ir oi boawrret 365% 
Wenk I to-hazard an opinion on 
the diſpoſition of Parliament towards 
Reform, I would ſay it was not amicable 


to it. Stating that to be the caſe, be 


hold che preſent weight of powers moſt 


probably againſt, it. The widely dif- 
fuſed influence of the Borough intereſt 
in Licher kingdoms, com̃poſing of itſelf 
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1 12 1 
a majority in both Houſes of Com- 


mons, —the whole force of the exeout- 


ing body with all its dependencies, oi- 
vil, military, marine and ecclefiaſtic— 
and the majority of the people of Great- 
Britain themſelves, from whoſe laxneſs 


in purſuing reformation at home may 


fairly be deduced an averſion to it 


here : 


appear ranged in Battalia on one ſide, 


and the Proteſtants of Ireland ſtand a- 
lone upon the other. The Catholicks 
may or may not take a part in the 
conſtitutioal 'conteſt : for a moment I 
will ſuppoſe then to remain neuter :— 

here is then ſo large a proportion as nine- 
tenths of che inhabitants of Ireland in- 


active ſpectators of the exertions of the 


remainder. But let me not for a mo- 


ment 


-Theſe, if I may uſe the figure, 


EL 9 3 
ment entertain the idea of their be- 
ing told by the enemies of Reform, 


+ Theſe are your nominal friends who 


would uſe you for their own pur- 
* poſes, and then deſert you as diſ- 
* franchiſed as they took you up. Aid 
us now in preſerving the old conſti- 
* tution, and experience our gratitude 
* in the participation 'of it.” For then 
I muſt hazard the queſtion of what of- 
fers, what conſiderations are held out 
to .them by the reformers, to induce 
them to forego that or any favourable 
propoſition ?—To which ſhould they ac- 
cede, there is at one blow a determina- 
tion of nine- tenths of our Countrymen ; 
againſt all change in the preſent mode 
of repreſeritatiolh 
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Bur varying the proſpect, and for- 
getting or foregoing the diſtinctions of 
religion, let us contemplate a confi- 
dential extenſion of the Right of Citi⸗ 


ꝛenſhip; leaving no man, poſſeſſing pro- 
perty, to give him weight in the State, 


depreſſed and disfranchiſed to make him 
dangerous in the State: Behold all Ire- 
land united, and her children leagued 


by mutual intereſt to extend her com- 


merce and ſecure her conſtitution 
For what ſelf- elected body, if any ſuch 
there be, howeyer backed by I know 
not what muſter of powers, foreign or 
domeſtic, ſnall venture to reſuſe to ſuch 
a phalanx demands founded in juſtice, 
and backed by power ;,—or what ſiſter 


* ſhall hazard fineſſe 1 in a com- 


mercial 


CW I 
mercial treaty, when the detection of 
the cheat may be a W — of had 


Empire? N 
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5 SHALL not venture to interfere 
with the fpiritual objeQions that ſach 


a propoſed extenſion of the Right of 


Sufftage may produce ; though furely 


the tenets of any ſet among us which 
| can militate with the general union and 


i 5391 
cxertigns | of this country exhibit a tens 


dency the moſt prepoſterous and unna- 


SS 84 tf # 


tural; nor ſhall I hope to obviate every 


3 ei? 


fear ay their poſſeffi ons that 'preju- 
diced. minds are fruitful to ſuggeſt 


when they contemplate ſuch a coali- | 


-But without A property in land | 
the Catholicks can — only a very 
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tion. 


moderate influence in the government 
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of the State, and they can now. only 
acquire ſuch a property by purchaſe 


from the Proteſtants, or by alliance with 


their families. For a Popiſh intereſt, 
therefore, at any time to declare the 


' Proteſtants uſurpers would be to de- 


ſtroy their own titles to their newly 
acquired eſtates; were the idea of ſuch 
a. meaſure, for other reaſons, admiſſible 
to ſober reflection; 5 for when i is a Po- 
piſh Parliament to, paſs this ſtatute of 
forfeiture ? When they have acquired 
a property to compoſe a Parliament, 
and to ſecure a power that may en- 
force ſuch an edict —and at preſent 
their landed intereſt is under 0, oool. 
But ſuch a fear can 


r annum. 
ſcarcely exiſt in ; the brain of a viſionary, 
though, to o promote diſunion, artful men 


4 


have 
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men have from time to time expreſſed 
and avowed it. For ſure, if to have 
taſted the bittereſt miſeries of diſſention 
be a powerful diſſuaſive from a repeti- 
tion of civil diſcord, the Iriſh Catho- 
licks, above every nation in the uni- 
| verſe, have received ſuch leſſons as can 
never be forgotten, and are beſt qua- 
lified to decide on the valuation of 
tranquility—a tranquility, too, that ſe- 
cures to them a more perfect conſtitu- 
tion than the moſt zealous of their an- 
ceſtors ever ſtruggled for or poſſeſſed. — 
But were the bigotry of that ſect to 
extend to ſuch an abſurdity, is not 
Britain ſtill at hand to protect us from 
their violence ?——The motives for her 
interference will always remain the 
ſame; the ſame lands will ſtill be to 
wa ne” 
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be forfeited; and the ſame commerce 


and conſtitution to be” een _ 
reſtrained. 


"IS perſiſt i in denying to x any, 


extenſion of che Right of. Suffrage, 18 
to tell them Ireland is not their home,” 
and to extend their views beyond it. — i 
It is to prevent the return of the long ul 
exiled natives, and with them the in- 
flux of their wealth.—It is to keep "the 
peaſant a broken-ſpirited ſlave, l — 4 
the gentleman a ſullen -male<conten 8 
and both uſeleſs to the beſt purpoſes 
of ſociety.—It is to ſubject them to a 
general and preſent perſecution; for : 
holding ſo very trifling a property from 
the crown, they ate all of neceſſity 
tenants to Proteſtants; now poſſeſſing 


82 4 a drove 


1#| 


CW 3 
a drove of freeholders is ſuch an object 
to every landlord, that no Papiſt will 
obtain a covering for his head where a 


Proteſtant tenant be can procured: as an 
evidence of which ſyſtem I need only 
appeal to the daily prints advertiſing 
lands to be ſet.— But by extending 
to them the Right of Suffrage, you en- 
large the number of Electors, and add 
another bar againſt corruption, by in- 
creaſing the difficulty and if the lower 
ranks be at preſent ſunk in habits of 
ſla very, you now apply a remedy; to ſo de- 
teſtable a diſcaſe, for a frochold and right 
of voting gives them conſequence and 
independence; and if generoſity be- 
tween nations be not a phantom, could 
any meaſure. afford an infant commer- 
cial country more powerful recommen+ 
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[ 20 J 
dations to the Roman Catholic nations 
on the continent, than an extenſion 
of our deareſt rights to their com- 
munion here? —— And as is the caſe 
of Portugal, the ſtronger their religi- 
ous zeal, the more powerful would be 
the effect of ſuch a meaſure on their 


conduct. 


THE Proteftants of Ireland, from the 
plantation of Ulſter under James I. 
to the laſt introduction of. Engliſh ſet- 
tlers at the Revolution, have, in every 


| reign, looked up to England for pro- 


tection againſt their Catholic neigh- 
bours: In return for which protection, 
with the true ſpirit of a colony, they 
were ſatisfied, and even ſolicitous to 
ſubmit their conſtitutional and com- 


mercial 


TW 7 


mercial regulations to the will and ar- 
bitration of the parent ftate—for the 
Catholicks diſavowed all fach vaſſa- 

Is later times it began to be Al 
vered that the danger was become ideal, 
and the protection uſeleſs: in conſe- 
quence of which diſcovery the Proteſ- 
tants, contemplating the ignominy of 
their ſituation, adopted meaſures for the 
enlargement of their commerce and con- 
ſtitution, even in oppoſition to the 
known ſentiments and inclination of 
the mother country. — And why did 
they do ſo? Becauſe they faw, they 
felt that danger from the Catholicks 
no longer exiſted, and that the patro- 
nage of Great — was no longer 
6 requiſite, 
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requiſite. Now is every friend to the 


preſent Reform abſolutely convinced 
that the danger formerly dreaded does 
not now exiſt, and that we no longer 


| require protection from another iſland 


againſt our countrymen, neighbours and 
-If he 7s not perſuaded of 
that, he is a bad politician to adopt a 
meaſure that may offend the parent 
ſtate, and induce her to yield us up to 
our bloody-minded brethren; and if he 
7s perſuaded of that truth, there no lon- 
ger remains an argument againſt extend- 
ing the Rights of Suffrage, | 


relations? 


Bur the only peril that ean affect 
our commerce and conſtitution, | muſt 
threaten from Great Britain, or a fo- 
reign ſtate; our buſineſs is therefore 


7 23 J 


to guard againſt hem; which can only 
be effected by "Uniting at home, and 
giving every man in the common-wealth' 
am intereſt in the ſoil, and mutual pri- 
vileges to bind him to the conſtituti- 
on: for the politicks of Ireland are 
changed, - —we no longer require the 
ſanction of England to confirm us in 
any newly conquered territory, and we. 
no longer feel any ſolicitude from the 
Catholic quarter. for the ſecurity of what 
we already poſſeſs; we have relinquiſn- 
ed the idea of converſion by penal ſta- 
tute, and we have declined the ſu- 
perintendence and interference of -our 
late tutoreſs and elder ſiſter : but one 
ſtep. further remains to be taken, —mak- 
ing the Catholics free without which 
ſtep we wantonly plant in the vitals of 
, the 


"TE 
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the ſtate a numerous body of diſcon- 
tented aliens, as a counterpoiſe to 2 
powerful ſiſter kingdom without, who 
is at this moment, perhaps, jealous: of, 
our growing commerce and correſpon- 
dence. 1072710 211 16 
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How ſingular at preſent is tlie ſttu⸗ 
ation of the Catholics ” A remnant poſ- 5 
ſeſs a little portion of land, the reſidue 
and remembrancer of former opulence; 7 
and the body at large is competent to, 
and will daily, by purchaſe; increaſe tlie 
ſtock : they therefore exhibit a politi- 
cal phenomenon never before occurring! 
in any hiſtory or ſociety, a component 
part of a free people holding in uncir- 

cumſcribed manorial right the moſt per- | 


manent and important of all ſpecies of 


" 


* 


* 
\ 
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poſſeſſion a property in the ſail, yet pre- 
cluded from and incapable of exerciſ- 


ing thoſe common rights of freemen and 


freeholders, that the meaneſt of their 
tenantry poſſeſs in all their plenitude— 
and that component part ſo excluded, 
conſiſting of nine times the number of 
their more fortunate fellow- ſubjects.— 
By the curteſ y of their Proteſtant bre- 
thren, and by the indefeaſible right of 
men and Iriſhmen, they have for a con- 
ſiderable time paſt carried arms, be- 


come diſciplined, and formed a part of 


that army which would have honoured . 
Rome in the zenith of her liberty and 
ſimplicity. 
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( 46 ] 
I wilL not now aſk can theſe men 
remain for any time in this ihconfiſtent 
ſituation-but T will aſk, Wherefore are 
they any longer confitied to this ſitua- 
tion — They are Catholicks! And what 


is a Catholick ?=ls he not the produce 


of the ſame iſland ? nurfed! with the 
ſame food to the fame ſenfes, pathons 
and affections from the Nate of his 
property neceſſarily feeling the fame 
intereſtsenriched by the fame com- 
merce—and inaporeriſhed "by the ſame 
ſervitude? And bow, for 4 long and 
tedious century. has this depreſſed fel- 
low ſubject regulated his conduct? With | 
2 moderation characteriſtic of a great 
and well governed mind—a moderation 
equally dignified and endearing—and 

| which, 


i Wn 3 


which, both to the generous and the 
political breaſt, ought to ſpeak home to 
be conviion, and be all- powerful in 
its effect. 


Mx may flatter themſelves that the 
Catholicks are not like other men; that 
they do not look for Liberty; and that 
they are an age behind the Proteſtants 
in refinement and information: — but 
it never was ſo ealy a thing to ſtop 
information, though your ſchools and 
colleges” are barred againſt them, nor to 
repreſs. the natural progreſs of the huy 
man mind.——-lt is à vain expeQation, 
and an unfafe dependance : nor was the 
policy of Tarquin altogether ſucceſsful, 
when he propoſed to breed up an ideot 
of Brutus. | 


N 
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Lew them dread their interference 


who deſerve their chaſtiſement : For my 
part I have infinite ſatisfaction when 1 
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contemplate ſuch a body, —and when, 


. 


through error or miſinformation, I ha ve 
at any time been induced to behold Irifh 
Proteſtants of great property as enemies 
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tereſts, I have in ſecret exultation re- 
Joiced that hey were not the only bar- 
trier between my country and perditi- 
on—that ſhe had other reſources and 
other ſons who are willing, able and 
at hand to defend her—and who only 


waited her ſummons from their ſilent 


retirement to vindicate her injuries, and 
prove themſelves her children. 
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Taz Catholicks lie under that power- 
ful objection, that their faith is not fa- 
vourable to a free ſtate, nor its tenets 
conſonant to the principles of civil li- 
berty.— If we recur to the annals of 
the governments on the continent, and 
the ſtruggles of their reſpective demo- 
oracies for freedom, we ſhould perhaps 


find more powerful exceptions than ought 


to be againſt a maxim ſo eſtabliſhed : 
and that from the 14th to the preſent 
century, the ancient faith at leaſt dis 


vides with the reformed, the moſt illuſ- 


trious characters in Spain, France, the 


Netherlands, Italy and England; and 


* Or the names of Padilla—Doria—Tell—Eaſ- 
lafas—Horn—and Egmont, with a long et cetera, 
nre obliterated from her page, | 


that 
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1 3 
that the controul exerciſed over the ad- 
vocates of human rights was the arm 
of civil power ſhrouded; in the ſame 
cloak of the religion eſtabliſhed that the 
Reformation itſelf never failed to af- 


tion. 


To determine what will be mens ac- 
tions from their ſpeculative opinions is 
a hazardous, and often an erroneous de- 
duction; but an ' equitable con jecture 
on the future demeanour of our Coun- 
trymen can only be deduced from the 
tenor of their paſt conduct, in the few 
inſtances | of their melancholy hiftory 


where they dared to ſpeak out, or had 
any weight in the Parliaments and Go- 


yernment of their country. Abiding by 


ſuch 


ford to the purpoſes, of pri vate ambi- | 


« 
ol 
. 
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ſuch à % J will venture the aſſertion, 
that objections of this nature have ori- 


ginated in the gloomy dreams of rapacity 


or enthuftaſm, | and which the records 


of their patriotiſm can anſwer and con- 


fute. 


T'sHoULD treſpaſs too long on the at- 


tention you have indulged me, were 1 
to adduce from ſuch materials every evi- 
dence of Catholick public virtue, and 1 

ſhall be therefore confined to a few quo- 


tations from authorities whoſe validity 
never has been called in queſtion; pre- 


miſing that at the commencement of the 


ſeparation from Rome, the Catholicks of 2 
Ireland had as much at ſtake as human 

nature can value or ſtruggle for; the 
religion and "laws "eſtabliſhed in their 


country, 
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country, and the accuſtomed power, to-, 


gether with the poſſeſſions of their fa- 
thers.— That the name of Reformation, 


from the days of the virtuous Henry to 


almoſt our own times, has in this king- 
dom afforded a ſpecious pretext to the 
depredations of adventurers and that the 
aid of Faith was a very valuable auxi- 
liary to the Britiſh younger brother in 
the execution of thoſe ſcenes of blood 
and forfeiture that were planned in Eng- 
land in every reign, reduced to a theory, 
and executed here by ſyſtem and prece- 


dent. 


. TEE * 
Taz following are quotations extrac- 


ted verbatim from the remonſtrance of 


the Catholicks to Charles I. © given at 


Trim, 15th of March, 1642,” and how 
| | | eloquent 


1 3 7 


1 


eloquent and pathetic are theſe com- 
plaints of our anceſtors in their appli- 
cation to their King againſt his op- 
preſſi ve deputies, —and how dignified, 
ſpirited and natural their defence in be- 

half of their religion and the liberties 
ef their country ! ; 


AI Ren Sovereign, : 


_& « W E, your Majeſty's moſt autifal 
2 and loyal ſubjeQs the Catholiques of 
« your Highneſs's Kingdom of Ireland, 
being neceſſitated to take arms for the 
" preſervation « of our religion, the main- 
0 tenance of your Majeſty 8 rights, the 
« natural and Juſt defence of our lives, 
« and the liberties of this country, have. 
« * often, ſince the beginning of theſe 

1 E * troubles, 
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« troubles, ' attempted to preſert our 
« complaints üntd your royal vie but 
« we were fruſttated therein”) by the 
& power and vigilance of dur adverfa- 
« ries the Lords Juſtices and other Mi 
* niſters of State f in this Kingdom, who, 
“with leſs difficulty to attain the bad 
* ends they propoſe to themſelves of 


* extirpating ., our re! igionaõꝗ nation, 
« ha ve hitherto 1 us of anf ac- 


ceſs to your. Majeſty's Juſtice, which 


% occaſioned: HSeiffbh 'ﬆf nh in inno- 
cent bleed: ban? . ne 
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. We d proteſt,” we 42a een ma- 


4 liciouſly 'traduced to / Jour Majeſty, | 


& having Nei entertained a Any rebel- 
149011 543 


<ious: thought againſt you, your crown, 


br miei ; but always have been and 


lch * cc 
ever 


TE 


« ever, will continue your Majeſty's 
« faithful and loyal ;ſubjets—and we 
do moſt humbly beſeech you ſo to 
* own and ayow us:; and as ſuch, we 
* preſent unto your Majeſty, theſe en- 

* ſuing, grieyances, the cauſes of our 
en eder - 


% %\ 
© ef 
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« no reward could invite, no perſeou- 
« tion inforce to forſake that religion 
© profeſſed by their anceſtors for up- 
* wards of thirteen hundred years, are, 
+ ſince the ſecond year of the reign of 
Queen Elizabeth, made incapable of 
4 Places of Honour or Truſt in Church 

* or Common-wealth, — Their nobles be- 
* come contemptible—their gentry de- 


" * barred from learning in the univer- 
E 2 * fities 
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« ſities and public ſchools—their young- 
c er brothers put by all manner of em- 


e ployment in their native country, and 
« neceſſitated either to live in igno- 
„ rance and contempt at home, or to 
their great diſcomfort and the impo- 
« yeriſhment of the land, to ſeek edu- 
% cation and fortune abroad,—misfor- 
tunes incident to the ſaid Catholiques 
2 © * of Ireland alone, their numbers, qua- 
4 « lity and loyalty conſidered, of all the 
nations of Chriſtendom. OY 
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" Tear by this incapacity which, 
«in reſpect of their religion was im- 
* poſed upon the Catholiques, men of 
mean condition and quality, for the 
© moſt part, were employed in this king- 


* dom in places of greateſt honour 
* and 


[ 7 1 


« and truſt, who being to begin a for- 
« tune; built it on the ruins of the Ca- 
« tholique- natives, at all times lying 
open to be diſcountenanced and 
vrought upon, and who, becauſe they 
« would ſeem to be careful of the go- 
« vernment, did from time to time ſug- 
« oeſt malicious matters againſt them 
4 to render them ſuſpected and odi- 
« 9us,—procuring falſe inquiſitions upon 
* feigned titles to their eſtates againſt 
„many hundred years poſſeſſion, and 
no travers or petition of right admit- 
ted thereto, and jurors denying to find 
* ſuch offices were cenſured to public 
„ infamy and ruin of their properties, 
t“ becauſe the finding thereof would 
„have been againſt their conſciences 
« and their eyidences. 
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„Tuar by the illegal, arbitrary and 


« unlawful proceedings of the ſaid; de- 


be puties, and, the many wilful and er- 


roneous decrees and judgments of the 


© courts, the heirs of Catholique noble- 


men and other Catholiques, were;moſt 
« cruelly and tyrannically dealt, withal; 


« deſtroyed j in their eſtates, and bred in 


- lointrarly and ignorance s their pa- 

rents debts. unſatisfied ; ,'the:. ancient 
4 awd appearing tenures of meſne lords 
4 unregarded; 5 eſtates valid in law a- 
* voided againſt all law ze an the 
** whole land filled with the frequent 
* fwarms of the dependents = the Lords 
9 e N Baiba : $3 911835 
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Sven were the provocations offered 
to the Catholicks, / to drive them to 
thoſe, extravagancies. ſo well remember- 
ed againſt them enormities perhaps not 
without foundation, though certainly 
by their narrators not extenuat 

and perhaps ſet. down in malice.“— 
And who will doubt the truth of theſe 
provocations who contemplates the ſpirit 
of the times There exiſted at that 
day among the ſtatutes of England a 
law; that decresd the killing a nere 
Liſumun not to be murder; and ſo late 
as the uſurpatiom of Cromwell, the ex- 
cellent Harrington could gravely enquire 
whether it were the particular quality 
f the foil, or the vice of the air, that 


occaſioned the degenerate nature of the 
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inhabitants; concluding his ſage ob- 


ſervation, by recommending the ſtock- 
ing this iſland with FEY'S, and farm- 
ing it out to them and their heirs for 
ever by deed or leaſe from the Britiſh 

common-wealth *, 11 


TRE Remonſtrance thus continues: 


„ Thar they ſaw the ancient and 


e unqueſtionable privileges of the Par- 


liament of Ireland unjuſtly and againſt 


* law encroached upon by the orders, 
acts and proceedings of both Houſes 
of Parliament in England: and that 
* by ſpeeches and orders printed by au- 
2 b of both Houſes in England it 

* was declared, that Ireland was bound 


* Oceana—vid. Panopea. 


« by 


[4 ] | 
* by the ſtatutes made in England if 
named therein, which 18 contrary to 
* known Truth and the Laws of the 
Land here ſettled for upwards of four 


hundred years.” aur 


2 L D, gence iis men 
moſt to death on their native” hill, aſ- 
ſerting the independence of the Iriſh 
conſtitution one hundred and forty years 
before the Proteſtants ventured to do 
it —oppoſing a Britiſi faction whoſe on- | 
ly obje& was the ſubjugation of this 
country; ; and of which it is devoutly 
to be hoped 0 dregs remain i in it. ret 
theſe are men whom our nurſes have 
taught. us to behold as creatures of | 
an inferior ſpecies, and whom more than 

F 
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our frarſes would fill perſuade us are 
incapable of valuing the bleſſings of Free- 
dom. bas deer. g 
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AND whereas this your Majeſty's 
* Kingdom of Ireland in all ſucceflions 
«of ages ſince the reign of King Henry 
„H. ſome time King of England and 
Lord of Ireland, had parliaments of 
« their own, compoſed of Lords and 
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© Commons in the ſame manner and 
form qualified, with equal liberties, 


powers, privileges and immunities, 
« with the Parliament of England, and 
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only dependent of the King and 
* Crown of England and Ireland ; and 


« for all that time no prevalent. record, 
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or authentique precedent can be found 
„ that any ſtatute made in England 
© could or did bind this kingdom: yet 
* upon untrue ſuggeſtions and infor- 
* mations given of your ſubjects of Ire- 
66 land, ſtatutes were enacted in the 
„Parliament of England in the eigh- 
« teenth year of your Majeſty's reign, 
by virtue of which acts your Majeſty's 
„ fubjects unſummoned, unheard, were 
declared Rebels, &c, - | 


{6 Which afs the faid Catholiques do 
« conceive were forced upon your Ma- 


« jeſty, and although void and unjuſt in 
« 1 70 all purpoſes, yet contain | 
* matter of prejudice to your Majeſty, 
and deſtructive to this nation. 
6 * Againſt 2 Ratutes 1 we the ſaid Ca- 
F 2 * thol1ques 


[44 ] 


8 tholiques do therefore proteſt as acts 
« againſt the fundamental Laws. of this 
Kingdom.“ 


Now if our Catholic anceſtors, at a 
time when philoſophy had juſt dawned 
on the Britiſh iſlands, were nothing im- 
peded by holding ſpeculative. opinions dif- 
ferent from thoſe of Luther, from under- 
ſtanding and maintaining the Conſtitu- 
Zion of their Country, how: much .more 

may they be entruſted with it now, when 
4 in the neceſſary progreſſion of human 
knowledge their doctrines, if they have 
not been ſtationary, muſt ha ve verged 
And 


if their religion has been ſtationary for 


nearer Reaſon and Reformation . 


one hundred and fifty years, it has 


alone remained 1o of all the ſpiritual 
| feuda- 


8 [ 4s 1 


feudatories of the Papal See in Eu- 
rope. F: 


Trty thus conclude :;— | 

« The ſaid Catholiques, therefore, do 
“ moſt humbly pray that your Majeſty 
may be pleaſed to call a Free Par- 
* lament, where their grievances- may 
* be redreſſed, and that, during that 
% parliament, the ſtatute of the roth of 
„Henry VII. called Poynings' Law, may 
* ſuſpended, and the repeal thereof 

< be there further conſidered.” 1 


Tas Remonſtrance at large was re- 
ceived by Lord Clanricard, Lord Roſ- 


common, Sir Maurice Euſtace and o- 


thers; 
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chers; and by them tranſmitted to Char- 
les I. 


Is ſuch dignified language, even to 
the ear of Majeſty itſelf, did they pour 
forth their complaints, whoſe children 
are deemed incapable of a Free Conſti- 
tution : From ſuch documents as theſe, 


we learn to pronounce chat the ancient 


faith and ancient arms of Ireland ought 
to merge in the infamy of Grecian He- 
lots. 4 | 


Wurx James II. fhed a momentary 
ſunſhine on the Catholic intereſt here, 
and ſummoned a Catholic Parliament 
in Dublin, in both Houſes of which 
there ſat eighteen , Proteſtants, before 
they would grant him ſervice or ſub- 

85 | ſidy, 


( |}. 
ſidy, though the ſituation of the mo- 


ment might have excuſed a waving of 
ſuch claims, they ſolemnly demanded 
an Iriſh Bill of Rights—a Repeal of the 
Law of Poynings—and an Abrogation 
of Writs of Error and Appeals to Great 
Britain. | ER. 


Ir, like the reft of their Country- 
men, the Catholicks are awakened to 
the real intereſts of Ireland, and have 
kept pace with us in the progreſs of 
arts and philoſophy, is it not our duty 
and our policy to enliſt their numbers, 
and embark their property in the Com- 
mon Cauſe of this Country — And if 
they are a community abhorring inno- 
vatic i, and bigottedly addicted to pre- 
cept and precedent, do not theſe actions 


„ 408 3 


of their anceſtors afford us the no- 


bleſt ſecurity for their continuing the 
aſſertors of Liberty and the Conſtitu- 


tion ? 


SHALL we heſitate then in forming 
an indiſſoluble league with this majo- 
rity of our Countrymen, when its con- 
ſequence is a confirmation of all we 
hold eſtimable : When J ü conſider the 
advantages, and, at an attainable diſ- 
tance, view the proſpects ſuch an Union 
points out, I apply to it the pompous 
phraſe of Count Olivarez :—* Such a 
Compact would deſerve to be rati- 
« fed under Canopies of Gold.“ 
And if ſuch were the ſentiments of a 
Spaniard when it was propoſed to him 
the unnatural junQion of the 'crowns 


of 
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of Spain and Ireland, how ought we 
to contemplate the coalition of thoſe 
whom God and nature have already u- 
nited | 


Ir you think (in the words of Lord 
Digby, on a former memorable occaſi- 


on) © That the danger is great, and 


< the caſe doubtful, let every man wipe 
his heart as he does his eyes when 
© he would judge of a nice and ſubtile 
« object. — The eye, if it be jaundiced 


in its colour, is vitiated in its diſcern- | 


„ ment ;—let us take heed of a blood- 


man purge his heart clear of all paſ. 


* ſions away with all perſonal' animo- 


lmpeachment of Lord Strafford. 
8 * fitieg—= 


Ego! ] 


„ fities—away with all flatteries to any 


“particular men—away with all fears 
6 that, by furthering this buſineſs, any 
“ ſhall be incenſed.— And is it the 


ſleepy tales of heated ignorance, the mur- 


ders and apparitions of the ever-mag- 
_nifying vulgar ?—ls. it the intolerable in- 
ſolence of former turbulent freeholders 
in the wanton exerciſe. of lawleſs domi- 
nion? — Is it the abandoned rapacity, 
treachery and tyranny of a Temple, a 
Parſons, a Coote, a Meredyth, or a Bor- 
laſe, driving to deſperation men braver 
and better than themſel ves, that at this 
enlightened hour ſhall blacken the Ca- 
tholic Memory —obſcure its Patriotiſm— 
and render its Children the objects of 
Diſtruſt?— Or is i the aſſaſſination of 


Deſmond 


L. - 
Deſmond—the thraldom of the young 
Tyrconnel — the racking of Read and 


* « When there hath been a ſtratagem uſed for 
the taking into your Majeſty's hands a young youth, 
the heir of a great County; after the obtaining of 
him, his manner of uſage was moſt diſhonourable , 
and diſcommendable, and neither allowable before x” 
God or man.—The Earl of Tyrconnell being young ' 
and taken by ſtratagem, never having offended, was, 
impriſoned with great ſeverity—many irons laid upon 
him as if he had been a notable traitor and male- 
factor What good could come to this ihnocent 
young boy from ſuch, I humbly refer to your High- L 
neſs. Memorial of Captain Leigh to Queen Eli- 
zabeth, 1594, who was deputed by the Queen to 
_ enquire into Iriſh Grievances.—Publiſhed in © Let- 

ter to Walter Harris, Eſq; Dub: edit. 1770. p. 265. 
Original Manuſcript in Library Univerſity of Dub- 
Un.“ | 


/ 


G 2 Barnewall 
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Barnewall I—and the hanging of Lord 
Maguire and the Archbiſhop of Armagh, | 
Peers of Ireland, tried and executed by 
a Middleſex Jury—that are our induce- 
ments to decline a meaſure which for 
ever confirms us a Kingdom, and not a 


Colony ? 


> % Mr. Patrick Barnewall, of Kilbrew (a Roman | 
Catholic) was one of the moſt conſiderable gentle- 
men of the Pale—a venerable old man, delighting i in 
huſbandry—a lover of quiet, and highly reſpected in 
his country. The rack extorted ſo little from him, 
that the ſeverity of his proſecution made his inno- 
cence the clearer „ Carte's Life of Ormond, vol. 1. 
P. 300. He was racked at Dublin 1642, and with 
him Lord Dunſany and Sir John Netterville—Carte, 
ibid. Sir John Read was alſo racked—inyeigled: by the 
Lords Juſtices under * of ſafe conduct —Carte s 
Len. of 1 8 p. 373- 


Fox 
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* : 

For once let the bigotry of religion 
ſtoop to the welfare of your country, 
as that welfare has often ſtooped to an 
unpropitious bigotry that has never held 
out aught to Ireland but diſunion—tu- 
mult reduction and ſervitude. Let 
the policy of the times change our ſen- 


timents with the times Lat the vir- 


tuous who ha ve fallen on either ſide fill 
up the breach between us, and the good 


ſenſe and philoſophy of both join over 
the ſacrifice, and ſwear a mutual fidelity 
as the moſt acceptable requiem to their 
ſhades.—Inſtead of Hampden, Harting- 
ton and Falkland, let us invoke the 
genii of Tyrone and Deſmond; let 
us unite, and Ireland a sScCOND TIME 
oF all the nations of Europe may be 


a Sanc: 


1 
— ä—h— 2 — — 
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a Sanctuary of Learning, Arts and Lis 
berty. 


Bur, Gentlemen, the queſtion is not, 
If we were in poſſeſſion of a peryect 


Conſtitution, would we extend it to our 


brethren of the Catholick commnnion ? 
—but it is, Whether we can, in policy 
or in juſtice, have a right to expect to 


amend one without their aſſiſtance and 


I ſhall obtrude no fur- 
ther, than to Fl a few of what appear 


participation ? 


to me incontrovertible truths : 


Tue Catholicks are our Brethren, 


and are entitled to the Rights of Citi- 


zenſhip. If we refuſe them this exten- 
ſion, Ireland remains divided ; with nei- 


ther party * enough to cope with 
external 


0 


\gy 
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external opponents, or to accompliſh any 


conſiderable domeſtic reformation. Juſ- 


tice and affection ſhould influence us | 


to make them free ; but if therr dic- 
tates are not ſufficiently powerful, thoſe 
of policy and neceſſity ought They 


are at preſent ours on terms the moſt 
moderate. Reflection and hat hour 


may come too late, when in vain we 


may be aſtoniſhed they did not always 
appear ſo. I expreſs myſelf in their be- 


half in plain language, becauſe I cannot 
ſpeak in any other; yet it ought to 
be the honeſt language of Brother to 


Brother, not the nauſeous adulation of 


an Aſiatic to his tyrant : but the behold- 


* Fxtending the Right of Suffrage to freeholders 


of that perſuaſion poſſeſſed of 5ol. per ann. would not 


ereate 1909 votes in the four provinces, 


ing 


—ͤ—ũĩũ4 — — up fone 3 
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ing 4 fubject ſo extremely intereſting, 
at preſent deſerted by men of weight 
and conſequenee, could alone have occa- 
ſioned its being now touched on by one 


| | 1 HAVE thus, Gentlemen, availed 
| myſelf of the public connection between 
| us, to ſubmit theſe few thoughts. to your 
| 'F mature judgments, and I have ventured 
1 to ſay ſo much without fear of hazard- 
ing your favourable opinions, conſcious 
| K of no other motive, but that which I 
| ought to be powerfully inſpired with by 
you, a zeal for the dignity of my native 
land. | 
I am, with real fincerity, 0 | 
Your faithful and 2M 
obedient ſervant, 
DUBLIN, ED Me 
24¹⁰ Jan. 1784. 
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